
In Australia, one child every week is run over in the driveway of their own home.

Children are vulnerable around traffic, with those most at risk of injury being aged from five to nine years. This is often because
they are given more opportunities to cross roads on their own. 

As adults, we take for granted how well we are able to interpret the environment around us but children need to be taught the skills
they need to be safe and independent road users. Children observe their environment from a very different perspective to adults.
They see everything from a lower viewpoint, have not yet developed the skills to judge speed and distance or make lifesaving
decisions and they do not have a good enough understanding of danger to ensure they are safe. 

Parents play a key role in teaching their children road safety behaviours and should always provide a positive role model by
crossing roads safely. Young children should be accompanied across road and active supervision is the best way to know where
your child is so you can help keep them safe.   

For more information:

VicRoads Road Safety Information Service 1300 360 745 
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au  (https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-safety-education)
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(http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/earlychildhood)

  

Disclaimer 
This information is intended to support, not replace, discussion with your doctor or healthcare professionals. The authors of these consumer
health information handouts have made a considerable effort to ensure the information is accurate, up to date and easy to understand. The
Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies, information perceived as misleading, or the success of any
treatment regimen detailed in these handouts. Information contained in the handouts is updated regularly and therefore you should always
check you are referring to the most recent version of the handout. The onus is on you, the user, to ensure that you have downloaded the most
up-to-date version of a consumer health information handout.

Pedestrian Safety for your
Child

Kids Health Info app
The app will enable you to search and browse more than
three hundred medical fact sheets and work offline.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kids-health/id954616308?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.rch.kidshealth
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-safety-education
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/earlychildhood

